
Modern British Fiction: Paper #1

Due in class on Thursday 7/31 (no absences, no tardiness)

For  this  assignment  you  will  write  a  5-page  essay  on  one short  story  based  on  one  of  the 
questions below. I welcome you to devise your own paper topic but you must clear it with me 
first. Papers should be typed and printed in 12-point Times New Roman font, double-spaced. If 
you use an edition other than the one assigned on the syllabus, please include a bibliography that 
conforms to the MLA citation guidelines.

Feel free to send an email or talk to me directly if you have any questions about this assignment. 

1. In an essay on Joseph Conrad’s “Youth” or “Typhoon,” discuss the relationships between 
understanding, faith, and modernization in seafaring culture. How does Conrad use the 
mechanics of  storytelling—in “Youth,”  an embedded narrative  by a  directly  involved 
narrator;  in  “Typhoon,”  a  detached  narrator  who  somehow  echoes  the  characters’ 
attitudes—to delineate, complicate or explore those relationships?

2. In an essay on one of James Joyce’s short stories—“Three Sisters,” “Eveline,” “Araby,” 
“Counterparts,”  or  “The  Dead”—discuss  how imagery,  sound,  and  other  atmospheric 
elements are used to portray the paralysis of the individual. What are the environmental 
and/or cultural conditions at the root of the problem?

3. In an essay on one of D. H. Lawrence’s short stories—“Daughters of the Vicar,” “The 
Horse  Dealer’s  Daughter,”  “Tickets,  Please,”  “You Touched Me”—discuss  how love, 
detachment, family, or gender are affected by modernity. How does the manner of the 
story’s telling achieve its effect?

Grading Criteria

A Range – Excellent – Embodies all the good qualities of the B paper but is lively, interesting, 
exciting. There may be a few proofreading errors or other minor blemishes, but they seem to be 
the normal accidents found even in good writing. There is obviously a mind at work and the 
writer clearly cares about the ideas and the language that carries them.

B Range – Very Good – Presents a worthwhile and interesting thesis supported by sound evidence 
and  neat  organization.  Grammar,  spelling,  and  other  mechanical  elements  are  almost  always 
correct. It delivers the argument and information promised in the beginning.

C Range – Satisfactory – Has a thesis, but one that is broad, vague, or obvious, often resting on a 
personal opinion. Does not use evidence well and probably has significant mechanical, spelling, 
and grammatical errors.

D & F Range – Unacceptable – Either lacks a thesis or has one that is too vague, broad, or 
uninteresting to sustain detailed treatment.  Ideas do not develop from sentence to sentence or 
paragraph to paragraph. There is little evidence that the writer understands the topic. Contains 
many mechanical, spelling, and grammatical errors.


